Sporadic scandals remind us of the deficiencies in services for the mentally handicapped. There are currently over 10000 children living in mental handicap hospitals. Maureen Oswin, an experienced teacher of the severely disabled, studied 223 of those aged under 20 years from 8 hospitals, to see how their needs are being met. Her findings are not surprising. Apart from noteworthy exceptions these are: overworked and unsupported staff; inadequate provision of special equipment and of treatment such as training programmes and physiotherapy; lack of communication between parents, teachers, hospital staff and local authorities; a deprived life for many of the children. The catalogue of deficiencies sounds depressing reading but this is an imaginative book that will hopefully stimulate action rather than despair. Careful observations of the children's daily lives and study of their case histories and the hospitals' functioning, enables Maureen Oswin to prescribe in detail ways in which specific lacks could be overcome. Recommendations include the need for guidelines on care of children in long-stay hospitals and the appointment of inspectors responsible for coordinating their care. Not all the recommendations, however, involve unwelcome expenses: increasing involvement of parents and improvements in ward routine for example. The book provides practical advice for those trying to improve services, and is essential reading for everyone concerned with patients such as theseadults as well as children. It is remarkable for its compassion regarding the difficulties faced by parents and staff, and enthusiastically counteracts the apathy so often surrounding this whole area. Press 1978 This short book needs to be read by those concerned with 'battered babies'. It describes a careful and detailed study of 17 Pittsburgh babies of under 12 months referred to an X-ray department for suspected 'abuse' and 17 babies with 'accidental' impact injuries, their parents and social situation observed for a year. A few changed their designation in that time. Eight years later two groups of the abused and accident children were compared with untraumatized children matched for age, sex, race and socioeconomic status, with subgroups of each matched also for early hospitalization experience. The results, which probably led to long delay in finding a publisher, were to the author's surprise and disappointment that 'the two traumatized groups had become increasingly alike, and what is more, could not be distinguished from their comparison groups'. Results contrary to prevailing theories are always interesting; although there are many problems of method due to the small numbers used, there are many interesting subsidiary details. The concept of collecting a series of review articles and publishing them in book form is a good one, provided that the material is reasonably up to date. The editor of this particular collection of articles has chosen a most inappropriate title since over two-thirds of the book is anything but current. Only nine out of the twenty-nine articles were published during the last seven years and of the total only half appear to have any sort of update.
Nevertheless there are some good articles which provide adequate coverage of the subject in question; most of them covering the field of prenatal diagnosis of fetal abnormalities. The articles by Battaglia, Dawood and Perkins are amongst the best in the book. Those entitled Fetography, Placental Function Tests, Hormone Excretion as a Measurement of Fetal Growth and Development, Assessment of Fetoplacental Function by Hormone Assay and The Effects of Pharmocologic Agents upon the Fetus and Newborn, should either have been omitted altogether or brought up to date by means of complete rewriting.
Anyone contemplating spending £31 on this book would be well advised to look carefully at it to ensure that it fulfils their particular needs.
MICHAEL J BENNETT

Consultant Obstetrician
Queen Charlotte's Hospital X-ray Anatomy. G Simon & W J Hamilton pp 342 £25 Sevenoaks: Butterworths 1978 This is a comprehensive survey of normal radiological anatomy on a regional basis, reminiscent of the author's earlier publication: 'Surface and Radiological Anatomy' but with vastly increased emphasis on X-rays and reference to surface anatomy only where relevant. The earlier book was designed particularly for undergraduates. This one, however, is for postgraduates and especially trainee radiologists, for whom it must surely be an invaluable basic text, containing as it does not only straight X-rays but examples of various standard radiological investigations. This supplements the
